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Japanese Patent Publication No. 72460/1991 
( JP-B2-3-72460) 

What is claimed is : 

1 . A composite medium for absorbing a liquid comprising 
the combination of a liquid- absorbent under layer and a 
liquid- permeable surface layer covering the underlayer, 
wherein the liquid- absorbent underlayer is a polymeric resin 
selected from the group consisting of poly (methyl vinyl 
ether /monomethyl maleate) , gelatin and polyvinyl pyrrolidone, 
the liquid- permeable surface layer is a polymeric resin 
selected from the group consisting of cellulose 
acetate/butyrate , gelatin, polyvinyl alcohol, polyvinyl 
acetate and polyvinylpyrrolidone, and the liquid-permeable 
surface layer is capable of retaining its integrity in contact 
with the liquid and liquid applying means , the liquid absorption 
capacity of the underlayer is greater than that of the surface 
layer, and whereby the composite medium has an absorption time 
less than the liquid- absorption time of the surface layer. 

2 . A composite medium according to Claiml , wherein a 
liquid-permeable primer layer is interposed between the surface 
layer and the underlayer. 

3. An article which comprises a substrate adhering an 
liquid-absorbent composite medium to at least a portion of one 
surface thereof, wherein the composite medium comprises the 
combination of a liquid- absorbent underlayer and a liquid- 
permeable surface layer covering the underlayer, the 
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liquid-absorbent underlayer is a polymeric resin selected from 
the group consisting of poly (methyl vinyl ether /monomethyl 
maleate), gelatin and polyvinyl pyrrolidone, the liquid- 
permeable surface layer is a polymeric resin selected from the. 
group consisting of cellulose acetate/butyrate , gelatin, 
polyvinyl alcohol, polyvinyl acetate and polyvinylpyrrolidone , 
and the liquid-permeable surface layer is capable of retaining 
its integrity in contact with the liquid and liquid applying 
means, the liquid absorption capacity of the underlayer is 
greater than that of the surface layer, and whereby the 
composite medium has an absorption time less than the 
liquid-absorption time of the surface layer. 

4 . An article according to Claim 3 , wherein a 
liquid-permeable primer layer is interposed between the surface 
layer and the underlayer. 

5 . An article according to Claim 3 , wherein the thickness 
of the surface layer is less than 12 5 nm. 

6 . An article according to Claim 3 , wherein the liquid 
comprises a polar liquid. 

7 . An article according to Claim 3 , wherein the substrate 
is a sheet, and wherein the liquid-absorbent composite medium 
is adhered to at least a portion of one major surface of the 
sheet . 

8 . An article according to Claim 7 , wherein the sheet 
is a paper sheet . 

9 . An article according to Claim 7 , wherein the sheet 
is a polymeric sheet . 
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10. An article according to Claim 9, wherein the 
polymeric sheet is transparent. 

11. An article according to Claim 10, wherein the 
transparent polymeric sheet is a polyester sheet. 

12. An article according to Claim 11, wherein the 
composite organic liquid-absorbent medium comprises the 
liquid- absorbent underlayer composed of one layer of 
poly (methyl vinyl ether /monomethyl maleate) adhered to the 
polyester sheet and the thin liquid-permeable surface layer 
composed of a cellulose acetate butyrate polymer covering the 
underlayer with intimate contact, and wherein the article is 
a transparent ink- receiving sheet. 

13. An article according to Claim 12, wherein a primer 
is interposed between the liquid-absorbent underlayer and the 
polyester sheet. 
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